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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To allow one image pickup element to pick up 
an object in two directions. 

CONSTITUTION: Image pickup lenses 10A, 10B form rays 
from different directions to the image pickup face of a 
same image pickup element 12. A selection plate 14 is 
arranged between the image forming lenses 10A, 10B and 
the image pickup element 12 to select one of luminous 
flux from the image forming lenses 10A, 10B for the 
application of the selected luminous flux to the image 
pickup element 12. The selection plate 14 consists 
concretely of a liquid crystal panel and the orientation 
of molecules is switched electronically by using a 
control circuit 16 to control its applied voltage 
thereby selecting freely the luminous flux from the 
image forming lenses 10A, 10B at a high speed. A read 
circuit 18 reads a charge signal from the image pickup 
element 12 in a prescribed timing and provides the 
output of the signal in a prescribed video signal form. 
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